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Las Cases, accompanied by General Gourgaud, started about four o'clock in the afternoon for the Bellero$>hon. His mission was to announce that the Emperor would come on board the next morning, and to give Captain Maitland a copy of Napoleon's letter to the Prince Regent. This letter, worthy of one of Plutarch's heroes, was greatly admired by the English seaman, who allowed two other captains to take copies of it, under the seal of privacy until it should be made public. He despatched General Gourgaud at once to London on the corvette Slany. But hardly had this vessel started, when Maitland, his face and voice greatly altered, exclaimed: " Count de Las Cases, I have been tricked. When I am treating with you, when I am depriving myself of a corvette, I am told that Napoleon has just escaped. That will put me in a frightful predicament with my government."
Las Cases gave a start. What would he not have given that the news were true! But it was not. " At what hour is it pretended that the Emperor got off?" he asked Captain Maitland. "At noon." " Reassure yourself ; I left the Emperor at the Island of Aix this afternoon, at four o'clock." " You positively declare that to me ? " "I give you my word."
Turning to some officers near by, Captain Maitland said to them in English: "The news must be false. Count de Las Cases is too calm. He looks too honest, and besides, he .has just given me his word of honor."ach London before us.
